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NATIONAL YOUTH FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION

The National Youth Foundation is dedicated to enriching the lives of
children through creative educational programming. Our mission is to
promote diversity, inclusion, and gender equality, while helping young

students develop their literary skills through academic and team-building
projects.

Sophia Hanson, Executive Director

NationalYouthFoundation.org







September 5™,

| am Avess. | come from India looking_ for a better

life.  Some mizht think | look Qﬁfangc or talk
weird. | don’t think it makes me much different.
However, | found ovt Some people think it does.







September 18",

| live in California and am aﬁonding Faiwvav]
F/lcmcm‘”aw] School. Not everyone i< nice to me

there. One kid named Marv Pic/ké on me becavse
of my accent. It hwrts. | wonder how he would
feel if he had to learn a whole different langyag_c.
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September 19",

On the brighf Sidle, not everyone looks down pon

me. /\/\b] friend Athelia doesn’t.  She knows what
it 1¢ like to be a new kid; she 1§ 3 god friend
that way. She 51\/% Me hopc.




‘read and spelling
smabtn and arbuoork,
lagywriking and read
Ayt spellingand mat




September 207,

/\/\b] teacher 1§ also nice. She acts a¢ a ¢hield. No

one tries fo make her mad. | am thankful, but ¢che
doesn’t alvvablg Cee CVCVI/]’H’IiVlg that VC&”'/] happong







September 30,

Some olav)Q are better than others. | er] to §1“av]

ovt of everyones’” way. Most people, like Marv,
still find me. It i¢ like | am a maéﬂct aﬁLVaoﬁng,
the worst pogsible +hin5s.







October 5™,

One olab] nWag cépcoia”v] bad. Marv teased me
every chance he gpﬁ It made me <ad.

Later that olav[ | decided to talk to Athelia. | told
her about how | felt. She gave me Some advice.
She §v55_c§+col | talk to Marv and ﬁfv} to be hig
friend.” I'm not qure what to do.







October 6™,

A olab] ha¢ Paéécol and | have been ’rhinkivg_ about
what Athelia told me. 've decided to make him a

cavrd. | am nervous.
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’ Q0mebime this weekp
-"ov€aPooland, |
Qi F youwoudlikel
O Swimyand eat ther)

IThopethatwe can b}
Afriends. Sincef’e}l'kd\
e i ___N"Vess




October F™,

l finallv] finighed my letter 1o Marv. Thi¢ 1§ what
1t Sayg:

Lear Marv,

I'm Sorvy That ne 5_0% off on the wrong. foot.
How abovt oom/ng_ over To my hovse Sometime This
nweek. [ have 3 poo/ and 51//// if you novld like 1o
swim and eat there. [ hope we can be Friends.

S/ﬁoam/%

Avess







October 8™

| left my card n hig backpack thig morning l
am Vcallv] darﬁng o 5@% ccared. Wl thig Jvé%
become another veason for him to bullv] me <

After lvnch Marv fina”b] came up fo me. | tried to
act cool but nside | wag Vcallv] §hal<in5 with fear.
Turng ovt, | had nothing o be afraid of. Marv told
me he wanted fo be gicnolé and aPol%izool for all
the times he had bullied me. He even asked me
if he could come over to my houSe on ﬁfiolav]!







October 11

ﬁfiolab} Vligb’f’ was a blactl  Athelia and Marv came

over 1o Swim and have a delicious dinner. /\/\av]bc
Athelia wag Vigbt all he needed wa¢ a friend to
bring ovt the 5@0@1 nglde of him.




Juet becavse Someone 1€ oliffcrcmL than yov doesn’t
mean that ’H’IOI/] can't be your friend.







